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Additional Social and Economic Resources

Title VI and Other Protected Groups

It is the policy of the FHWA to ensure nondiscrimination under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
designed to ensure that no person in the United States is excluded from participation in, or denied the
benefits of, or subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial
assistance on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, or religion.

People of Hispanic or Latino origin comprise the largest ethnic or racial minority group in the project area
(11.4% of residents in McHenry County). Two census tracts in the project area contain an above average
concentration of people with Hispanic or Latino origin are tract 8706.06 and tract 8706.05 (see Section
3.1.3 for more information).

No groups of individuals have been or will be excluded from participation in public involvement activities,
denied the benefit of the project, or subjected to discrimination in any way on the basis of race, color,
age, national origin, disability, or religion.

Environmental Justice

Pursuant to Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations, the project area was examined for any minority or low-income
populations that may be impacted by the project. Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to
the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.
Executive Order 12898 ensures that minority and low-income populations do not bear a disproportionate
share of high and/or adverse environmental impacts resulting from a proposed Federal action or program.

Table 3-2 contains more information on minority and income characteristics of the census tracts in the
project area.

Minority Populations

The majority of the project area census tracts had minority and race populations that are similar to those
of the surrounding cities, McHenry County, and the state. As stated in Section 3.1.2, two census tracts in
the project area contain an above average concentration of people with Hispanic or Latino origin. Person
of Hispanic or Latino origin comprise 23% of tract 8706.06 and 12.5% of tract 8706.05.

The Preferred Alternative will not result in a disproportionately high and adverse impact to these
identified minority populations in tracts 8706.06 and 8706.05. One residence would be acquired in tract
8706.06, but this does not represent a disproportionately high and adverse impact to the population.

Low-Income Populations

The majority of the project area census tracts had similar levels of those living in poverty1 as defined by
the US Census. However, Tract 8706.06 had a significantly higher percentage of families in poverty
(17.2%) compared with McHenry County, which had 5.8% of families in poverty in 2012. For 2014, the US
Department of Health and Human Services established the poverty line at an annual income of $11,670

1 US Census. Poverty Thresholds. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/index.html Accessed
July 2014.



individually and $23,850 for a family of four.2 The IL Route 31 Preferred Alternative will not result in a
disproportionately high and adverse impact to this identified low-income population. One residence
would be acquired in tract 8706.06, but this does not represent a disproportionately high and adverse
impact to the population.

Income and Racial Characteristics

Census Tract # Median
Family
Income

% Families
Below Census
Poverty Level*

% Minority

% Black % Hispanic
or Latino

% Other
Minority**

8706.03 $64,208 2.9% 0.9% 16.5% 9.2%

8706.04 $59,429 7.7% 0.8% 10.4% 7.1%

8706.06 $47,120 17.2% 0.6% 23.1% 15.4%

8708.03 $94,136 3.2% 0.5% 4.3% 5.3%

8708.08 $83,625 0.0% 1.0% 8.5% 6.7%

8708.09 $91,080 1.9% 0.8% 5.8% 6.3%

Crystal Lake $91,870 6.2% 0.5% 7.0% 5.4%

McHenry $80,567 8.7% 0.3% 7.0% 5.4%

Prairie Grove $136,154 2.7% 0.6% 1.2% 2.3%

McHenry Co. $88,370 5.8% 1.1% 11.4% 8.8%

Source: US Census 2010 and 2012 ACS 5 Year Survey
Note: Percentages may exceed 100% as the Census now counts Hispanic or Latino as an ethnicity
(not a race) and allows multiple responses.
* The 2012 Federal Poverty Level for a family of four is $23,492
**Includes American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, “Some
other race” and “Two or more races”

Economic Impacts

The McHenry County Workforce Network Board reports in its second quarter McHenry County Labor
Report that the June 2014 McHenry County labor force consisted of 175,545 persons, with 6.1% of that
labor force unemployed. The industries that make up the major employment sectors for the county in
2014 include manufacturing (15,912 jobs), retail trade (15,627 jobs), and government (15,308 jobs). The
county industries with high location quotients (a measure of how strong the industry is in McHenry County
as compared to the state) include construction, manufacturing, and retail trade.

The unemployment rate in McHenry County was variable from 2000 to 2014, with the lowest
unemployment rate of 3.8% occurring in 2006, and the highest unemployment rate of 10% occurring in
2010. McHenry County’s unemployment rates have typically been lower than those of the state of Illinois,
but slightly higher than those of the United States. During this time period, the state of Illinois typically
ranked in the bottom half of all states, showing higher unemployment rates than more than half of the
states. During this same time period, the labor force in McHenry County grew from 151,359 persons in
2000 to 175,380 persons in 2013.

2 US Department of Health and Human Services. 2014 Poverty Guidelines.
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm Accessed September 2014.



The IL Route 31 project corridor contains several of McHenry County’s major employers, according to the
McHenry County Economic Development Corporation. The major employers adjacent to the project
corridor include:

 A Centegra Health Systems hospital is located at IL Route 31 and Medical Center Drive,
immediately south of Bull Valley Road. Centegra has approximately 3,650 employees in McHenry
County.

 Follett Software Company is located west of IL Route 31 on Prime Parkway, and is identified by
the county as a major employer (no employment estimate was available for this business).

 A Mercy Health System facility is located east of IL Route 31 at Medical Center Drive; two Mercy
clinics are located west of IL Route 31 in this same area. Mercy has a total of 732 employees in
the county.

 Medela, Inc., a manufacturer of breast pumps, is located west of IL Route 31 on Prime Parkway,
and has approximately 540 employees.

Terra Cotta Industries (TC Industries) is also a notable business located in the project corridor. TC
Industries is located on IL Route 31 at Half Mile Trail, and provides heat treating services and
manufacturing. This location is the company’s corporate headquarters.

In addition to the aforementioned business relocations listed in Section 3.1.6, the IL Route 31 Preferred
Alternative will require the removal of private business parking spaces or other business amenities at 41
total parcels in the project corridor. South of Bull Valley Road, the Preferred Alternative impacts the
outdoor display areas for four business sites. The project will also impact the outdoor vehicle display
areas of two car dealerships, a greenhouse, and a retailer selling sheds and related items. North of Bull
Valley Road, business site impacts are to private business parking.



LAND USE RESOURCES
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McHenry County
Future Land Use

Isolated Residential and Estate Developments 
are mapped for reference and are not to be used 
as precedent for future zoning requests.

Mixed Use
Retail

Environmentally Sensitive Area

Agricultural
Open Space

Government / Institutional / Utilities
Incorporated Areas

Estate (1 - 5 acre lots)
Residential (<1 acre lots)

Water

TOD Existing Station
TOD Future Station

Isolated Residential Developments 

Existing Earth Extraction

Isolated Estate Developments 

Office / Research / Industrial

1 inch = 1 mile

Source: 
McHenry County 2030 Comprehensive Plan
Adopted April 20, 2010
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